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no one so good or so full of expedients in times of difficulty as
the reliable sailor. There was no sort of doubt on the ques-
tion in the minds of our comrades in the sister service on that
eventful occasion.

The duty assigned to the Texas at Cabanas, west of the en-
trance, to make a feint at landing on June 22d, was challenged
by the Socapa battery, which fired quite a number of shells,
and did succeed for once in scoring a hit. One shell landed
on board of her, killing one man and wounding eight others,
but it was the first successful shot up to that time fired
at the squadron in front of Santiago. It could hardly be
expected that the enemy's firing would fail of purpose all the
time.

The landing of the army having been effected, its advance, as
well as that could be seen, or known from signals, was watched
with intense interest from the blockading ships. At times, when
the atmospheric conditions were favorable, the rattle of musketry
or the reverberations of artillery would roll up over the table-
lands skirting the coast and out to the squadron. To the prac-
ticed ear each time these sounds reached the ships they were
interpreted in their greater distinctness to mean that every
clash of arms brought our army closer to Santiago. This was
indeed the case, after the manner of our interpretation.

From Daiquiri, Altares or Siboney, and Aguadores, the
enemy's forces at these points were driven back by the spirited
charges of our gallant army. Slowly but surely the army was
extending its lines to enfold in its vigorous coil the doomed San-
tiago with its defenders. Fight after fight had resulted in
demonstrating the superior morale of our army. With each set-
ting sun its ranks were found in advanced positions nearer to
its fated objective. And, although it trudged on over muddy
roads, through morasses, drenched with rain, the ardor of these
brave fellows failed not. At last it had gained a position where
its next move must of necessity be against the last lines of defense
guarding Santiago. This was after a brilliant series of move-
ments and attacks ending about June 30th. On that day Gen-
eral Shafter indicated his purpose to attack the next morning
in a communication from his headquarters on the San Juan
River to Admiral Sampson, as follows:r every diffi-
